
 

ABSF Officially Announces 2022 Inga & Warriors 
Three  Wausau  Skie rs’ Pledge  to  Honor Birkebe ine r Legacy During the  Am erican  Birkebe ine r 

Hayward , WI (February 2022) – The  Am erican  Birkebe ine r Ski Foundation  has se lected  th ree  
cross-country skie rs to  depict the  two Birkebe ine r Warriors and  Inga , the  m other of baby Prince  
Haakon, an  hom age  to  the  48th  Am erican  Birkebe ine r Ski Mara thon  race ’s roots. 

On February 26, 2016, Wausau  residents Be th  and  Jon  Oestre ich , and  Mike  Cavanaugh, will 
portray Inga  and  Birkebe ine r warriors, Skerva ld  and  Torste in  respective ly. The  trio  will reenact 
the  h istoric fligh t on  wooden  skis in  fu ll costum e  a long the  en tire  55K classic cross-country 
course . 

The  threesom e will be  am bassadors on  the  tra il, encouraging both  skie rs and  voluntee rs a long 
the  course  rou te . They will be  a t m ultip le  events th roughou t the  weekend, including the  Barkie  
Birkie  on  Thursday, February 24 and  the  Jun ior Birkie  on  Friday, February 25. 

During the  Birkebe ine r, the  warriors will carry a  baby doll a long the  course  un til Main  Stree t 
where  they will p ick up  a  rea l in fan t, Prince  Haakon, be fore  skiing the  last two b locks with  Inga  
to  the  fin ish  line . The  portraya l is  a  true  ce leb ra tion  of the  roots, legacy, and  trad itions of the  
race . 

Be th  Oestre ich  sa id  “I have  a lways en joyed  everyth ing abou t the  Birkie  life style . This includes 
spending tim e  in  the  beautifu l woods which  a re  the  Birkie  tra ils  and  the  grea t com m unity of 
people  I have  been  fortuna te  to  spend  tha t tim e  with . I’m  proud  to  be  ab le  to  rep resen t the  
Birkie  as Inga  th is year to  spread  the  joy of the  Birkie  life style  to  o the rs.”  The  2022 Inga  and  
Warriors have  en joyed  m any positive  in te ractions and  conversa tions with  people  who have  
d iscovered  the ir ro le  in  th is yea r’s 48th  Am erican  Birkebe ine r. 

Each  February m ore  than  10,000 cross country skie rs ga the r in  Cable  and  Hayward , Wisconsin  
to  take  pa rt in  North  Am erica’s la rgest and  grea test ski race . To da te , m ore  than  250,000 skie rs 
have  fin ished  Birkie  ski events. Nearly 45,000 specta tors and  skie rs ga the r for the  Nord ic sports 
fe stivitie s and  in  ce lebra tion  of the  courage , pe rseverance , cha racte r, and  de te rm ina tion  of the  
Birkebe ine r warriors, the  “Birkies.” 
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