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FREE!

FLIP IT OVER... AND IT’S THE 
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Thu • Fri • Sat • Sun

Feb 21st - 24th

SIGN UP TODAY!

At the
finish line of
the Birkie

20-60% OFF

9-7 9-9 9-7 9-4

Open Extended Hours

Clothing Base Layers Jackets

Get a jump start on
Come check out the NEW Spring arrivals today!

Spring!

Select Winter Sale

10553 MAIN STREET • HAYWARD, WI

Don’t Forget your Kids…
Bring Something Back from the Birkie!

AT THE FINISH LINE OF THE BIRKIE

Footwear 350 Plus Styles in Stock, Largest Selection around

9



“TheOld Look” of the NewNorthwoods

Log Furniture
Old Hickory Furniture
Huge Leather Gallery
Entertainment Centers
Complete Collection of
Quilts, Comforters
& Linens

Glide Rockers & Recliners
Area Rugs,Throws & Hides
Antler Chandeliers
Largest Selection of Mattresses
Complete Design Services

SHOWCASING...

Come See!
Retreat’s Rustic Northwoods Gallery

Mon-Thurs& Sat. 10am-6pm
Fri. 10am-8pm

Sun.Noon-5pm

Exclusive Accessories
Floor & Table Lamps
Sectional & Sofas
**NEW** Custom Cabinetry
**NEW** Reclaimed Flooring & Paneling

retreathomefurniture.com

15574 Hwy 77 Hayward, WI 715-638-2700 / Next to Wal-Mart
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WELCOME TO THE BIRKIE! 
The Slumberland American 

Birkebeiner ski marathon — the Birkie — 
is North America’s largest cross-country 
ski marathon, and the third largest in the 
world... 

The course spans 50 kilometers from Cable to 
Hayward for skaters, and 55 kilometers for classic skiers.

race in North America.

in the Birkie, Kortelopet, and 15-kilometer Prince 
Haakon (pronounced “HO-ken” ).

international ski marathons. 

since the races began in 1973.

gather in the Hayward and Cable area for this annual 
celebration of winter Nordic sports. Spectators join in 
the celebration on Hayward’s Main Street by ringing 
cowbells and cheering on skiers. 

The History of the Birkie 
The Birkie was founded in 1973 by Tony Wise who 

patterned the ski marathon after the Birkebeiner Rennet, 
which had been held in Norway since 1932. Both events 

1206 two warrior soldiers (called “Birkebeiners” because 
of the birch-bark leggings they wore) skied infant Prince 
Haakon to safety during the Norwegian civil war. Prince 
Haakon subsequently became King of Norway, and 
the Birkebeiner soldiers became a Norwegian symbol 
of courage, perseverance and character in the face of 
adversity. 

 The first American Birkebeiner Ski Marathon had 
35 participants, as compared with nearly 11,000 today. 
Wise’s vision also shaped cross-country skiing when 
he brought the world together with the founding of 
the Worldloppet, an international sports federation of 
cross-country skiing marathons.Since the Worldloppet’s 
inception in 1978, 2.5 million skiers have finished 
Worldloppet races.

In honor of the Birkie’s roots, each year three skiers 
and an infant dress as the original Birkebeiner warriors, 
Inga (mother of Prince Haakon) and Prince Haakon. 
The warriors and Inga ski the Birkebeiner Classic from 

Cable to Hayward on traditional wooden skis and in 
full-period costume. A baby doll is carried along the trail 
to symbolize wee Prince Haakon. In the final stretch of 
the race, a real infant Prince joins Inga and the Warriors 
for the race to the finish line in downtown Hayward. It 
is a true celebration of the roots, legacy and traditions of 
the race.

A Legendary Trail
The Birkie Trails is a 100-plus kilometer trail system 

that weaves its way through these north woods. Used 
year-round by skiers, runners, bikers, trekkers, and hikers 
alike, this trail is groomed by the American Birkebeiner 
Ski Foundation and is available for use by outdoor 
enthusiasts nearly 365 days a year. The Birkie Trail was 
named the Number 1 cross-country ski destination in the 
US by USAToday/10Best. 

The Birkie Mission
The mission of the American Birkebeiner 

Foundation is to promote and conduct the finest 
international cross-country ski competition and healthy, 
active lifestyle events; to serve as good stewards of the 
American Birkebeiner Trail; and to support healthy and 
active lifestyles among people of all ages and abilities. 

Today, the Birkie has grown into much more 
than just a race. Today the Birkie represents a year-
round, healthy, active lifestyle that provides events for 
thousands of outdoor fitness enthusiasts of all ages and 
abilities.

From the iconic Birkie race that started it all, to the 
Birkie Trail Run Festival and the Fat Bike Birkie (the 
world’s largest fat bike race), the Birkie Trail has become 
a mecca for outdoor enthusiasts year-round. In fact, over 





           

Barkie Birkie Skijor – 9:30 a.m. 

Barnebirkie Youth Ski Tour- 11:30 a.m.  

 

Birkie Expo - 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

Junior Birkie – 1:30 p.m. 

Junior Birkie Team Sprints Relay – 3:45 p.m.

Birkie Giant Ski - 5:30 p.m. 

Thursday, February 21

Friday, February 22

SPECTATORS’ GUIDE TO EVENTS
The Birkie Celebration and events begin on Thursday and include activities for all 

ages and abilities.

Birkie Expo – 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Birkie Adaptive Ski Events – 10 a.m. 

 

Kortelopet – 29K Classic & Skate – 
10:15 a.m.

Prince Haakon 15K – 1:15 p.m.

Birkie Bash Celebration 2019 – 5:30 
p.m. 



call (715) 634-4801 or 800-724-2992
visit our website: www.haywardlakes.com

contact The Hayward Lakes Visitor &
Convention Bureau

For more information on
your next trip to Hayward

CALLING ALL ARTISTS!
Want to see your original design or artwork on all
70th Annual Musky Fest gear and buttons?

Artists of all ages and skills
are invited to enter the
Musky Fest Logo Design Contes
by March 1, 2019 **

nd buttons?

st

Your
Design
Here!!

Invites You to Attend

The 70th Annual Musky Festival

June 21st—23rd, 2019
Downtown Hayward, WI

THERE’S SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!
Art and Craft Vendors
Mouth-watering Food Booths
Sidewalk Sales
Kids Games & Entertainment
Carnival from Thursday to Sunday
The Lions Fishing Contest
Musky Run—5K and 10K
The Grand Parade on Sunday
...plus so much more!

LIVE MUSIC FEATURING:
Sean and Ian Okamoto
Friday Night: Larry’s Drifters
Saturday Night: Steve Beguhn, Former American Idol Contestant!

www.muskyfest.com 715-634-8662
*Entertainment & Events Subject to Change **For detailed rules and instructions,

please contact brianna@haywardareachamber.com



        

More Birkie-inspired events throughout the year! 
Lumberjack 5K Run/Walk – Aug. 3, 2019 

Fat Bike Birkie – 47K and 21K – March 8 
& 9, 2019 

Birkie Trail Run Festival – Sept. 27 & 28, 
2019 

Saturday, February 23

Sunday, February 24

45th Annual Slumberland American 
Birkebeiner – 50K Skate/55K Classic – 
8:15 a.m.

Sunday On-Snow Ski & Fat Bike Demo – 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Fast & Female Champ Chat – 9:30 a.m. 
to noon 

SPECTATORS’ GUIDE TO EVENTS





         

Buy, shop and you could win

Descendents of founding skier 
carry on Birkebeiner tradition

Buy, show... win!
Want to win great prizes from area busi-

nesses and the American Birkebeiner Ski 
Foundation? Simply make a purchase at ANY 
Hayward, Seeley, Cable or Stone Lake area 
business from Thursday through Sunday of 
Birkie Week. 

Then to enter, keep your receipt, grab 
your race bib from any Thursday, Friday or 
Saturday event and stop at one of the drop off 
locations listed below. It’s that easy! Whether 
you’re dining, shopping, stopping for gas or 
grabbing a cup of coffee, any purchase quali-

Bring your race bib and all your receipts 
to any of these drop locations during Birkie 
Week:

Thursday-Saturday 9am to 5pm

-
day 8am to 5pm & Saturday 10am to 3pm

-
day 8am to 7pm & Sunday 8am to 2pm

You’ll be entered to win one of many great 
prizes, including a free entry into any 2020 
American Birkebeiner event, $250 in Birkie 
Merchandise from the Birkie Store, $200 in 

Lake Kids, Lynne Marie’s Candies, Market-

Every receipt turns into one entry for the 
drawing, which will take place the week of 

by email. Don’t miss out on a chance to win 
big!

The American Birkebeiner Ski Founda-
tion is pleased to announce the selection 
of the trio of cross-country skiers who will 
depict two Birkebeiner Warriors and Inga, 

Andresen, David Andresen and Carolyn 
Andresen Warren,  all of Ironwood, Mich., 
will portray Torstein, Skjervald, and Inga, 
respectively. 

Each year, in homage to the legacy of 
the race, a trio reenacts the historic trek of 
warriors Torstein and Skjervald, and Inga 

and in full costume along the entire 55K 
classic American Birkebeiner cross-country 
course. Inga and the Warriors will carry a 
baby doll along the race course, and pick-up 
a real baby “prince” prior to skiing down 

is a true celebration of the roots, legacy and 
traditions of the race. 

What makes this year’s Inga and Warriors 
selection all the sweeter is that the trio are 
the descendants of Karl Andresen, one of the 
original 35 founding American Birkebeiner 
skiers from 1973. Karl’s son, William (Tor-

age of twelve and has since racked-up a total 
of seven Kortelopet races and 18 American 

Birkebeiner races. 

a year without a Birkie, including skiing in 
11 Barnebirkie races each. David went on to 

-
beiner races, and Carolyn with one Kortelop-
et and nine American Birkebeiner races. 

Founding skier Karl Andresen’s great 

Week too, continuing the family’s deep-root-
ed Birkie tradition 

“My fondest Birkie memory was ski-

so much better than the 29 he had already 
completed,” said William Andresen. 

In addition to skiing the 55K classic race 
on Saturday, the trio will act as Birkie 
Ambassadors at multiple events throughout 
Birkie week. 

William Andresen said, “This year, we look 
forward to supporting our Birkie friends as 
they ski by in their own race journey and to 
honoring my dad’s legacy and continuing our 
family’s ongoing Birkie journey since 1973.” 



WISCONSIN

SPOONER AREA

Chamber OF Commerce
WORKING TO MAKE SPOONER A BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, VISIT AND DO BUSINESS.

122 N. River Street, Spooner, WI 54801 • 1-800-367-3306 • 715-635-2168 • www.spoonerchamber.org

EVENTS
February ........................................................................ Jack Frost Festival
April ........................................................................... Food & Wine Tasting
June.......................................................... Jack’s A Hack Golf Tournament
July ....................................................... Heart of the North Spooner Rodeo
August ................................................................... Jack Pine Savage Days
October.................................................................. Jack O’Lantern Festival
November ................................................................. Spooner Ladies Night

HOME TO HISTORIC DOWNTOWN BUSINESSES

SPOONER AREA



         

As remembered by John Dettloff in February 2000 
From the Sawyer County Record, Feb. 9, 2000

WRITTEN BY JIM BAILEY

Remember the time that there was so little snow 
that the Birkebeiner went around and around Mt. Tele-
mark? How about the year of  the “great crash” follow-
ing a Rosie’s Field start, or the year that it snowed an 
inch an hour all race-day long?

If  you are John Dettloff, you not only remember 
these occasions, but you also have detailed notes from 
each year’s Birkie, starting (with 1981). 

This probably has something to do with the fact 
that Dettloff  is also a writer, along with being a resort 

notes, each year’s weather is a subject that he docu-
ments with great care.

give Birkebeiner organizers world-class ulcers to match 
this world-class race.

“We had an unusually good snow year in 1994,” 
said Dettloff. “It was great all winter. Then, 10 days 

before the Birkie I went to Milwaukee for a sports 
show. When I came back the snow was almost gone. 
That goes to show how quickly a good snow base can 
disappear.

“When they groom the trail and people ski on it, a 
compacted 41 kilometer strip of  the Birkie trail is usu-
ally the last discernible snow in Sawyer County.”

was 19 years old. In those days that was the required 
age, with younger skiers only allowed to compete in 
the Kortelopet. Now 18-year-olds are Birkebeiner 
eligible.

being the closest we have ever come to the big race 
actually being canceled. True, in 1998 rapidly deterio-
rating trail conditions forced the cutting of  the Birke-
beiner in half, running only 25 kilometers from Cable 
to Seeley. (Since this article was written, the Birkebein-
er has been cancelled twice: in 2000 and in 2017.) 

But in 1981, on the originally scheduled day, only a 
few of  the international elite skiers participated in any-
thing resembling a race. This was the famous “skiing 

Trail Conditions Make 
Each Birkie Unique

In early February 2000 writer Jim Bailey interviewed skier and local historian 
John Dettloff  about the 19 Birkies he’d skied at that point. At the time trail con-
ditions were on everyone’s minds due to the weather. In the story, it’s stated that 
the Birkie had never been cancelled due to trail conditions. Well, three weeks 
later Birkie 2000 was cancelled due to a lack of  snow. It happened again in Feb-
ruary 2017. Trail conditions are always a hot topic. This story gives interesting 
insight into Birkie conditions from 1981 to 2000 and is sure to stir up a lot of  
memories of  those years. And yes, Dettloff  is still skiing. Last year he completed 
the Birkebeiner 50K skate. 



EXPANSIVE
SHOWROOM
displaying the latest
products ...
• Marvin windows

and doors
• Benjamin Moore

paints and stains
• Cabot stains
• LP Smartside

products
• GRK fasteners
• In-house drafting

and design service
• Estimating
• Delivery
• Complete line of

builder hardware
and tools

715-634-4569
16015W Nursery Road
Hayward, WI 54843
Weekday Hours: 7:30am - 4:30pm
Saturday: 8:00am - 12:00pm

www.nelsonlumber.com

CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

M-F 8:30-4:30 • S
at 9-3

Other hours by a
ppt.

16043 W Nursery Road • Hayward, WI

715-634-4573
www.ftchayward.com



           

around the hill” Birkie.
It had been a very mild winter from the beginning, 

with only a modicum of  snow. Then came the dreaded 
January thaws, which destroyed just about every trace 
of  what little snow had fallen. 

An early February blizzard raised a little hope, which 
was bolstered by Telemark’s snowmaking efforts. The 
resort’s able snowgunners made literally tons of  the 
white stuff, stockpiling it near the pump house at the 
base of  the Valhalla ski run where it was easily made 
and accessed. Without lucky stretch of  cold weather 
this would not have been possible. 

Perhaps it was an ominous portent that Telemark’s 

a ski race in Canada on Friday the 13th of  February, 
1981. Things looked good enough for the upcoming 
race until, from the aircraft he was in, Wise could see 
a warm front passing over the Twin Cities, headed for 
Cable.

-
mayed to observe the nearly total lack of  snow over 
northwest Wisconsin.

Starting on Monday, Feb. 16, succeeding “rescue” 

due to rapidly deteriorating trail conditions.
First an alternative route was sought. Employing a 

scouted the woods between Cable and Seeley looking 
for a possible trail route with adequate snow.

Yes, they were able to map out an alternate route of  
roughly 45 to 50 kilometers. Volunteers worked fever-
ishly to patch bare spots on the alternate route, but 
even the mountain of  man-made snow at Telemark 
wasn’t adequate to the task, what with daily tempera-
tures reaching 50 degrees.

Come Tuesday, Feb. 17, the alternate route between 
Cable and Seeley was abandoned and shortened 
further. “Operation Save The Birkebeiner” was an-
nounced on local radio stations.

WRLS and WHSM put out the word that every 
able-bodied person in the area was needed to shovel 
what snow could be found onto the re-abbreviated 
race course. Local high schools closed so students 
could assist in the effort.

With that plan in place, the volunteer army went to 
bed on Wednesday night the 18th. As they slept, tor-
rential rain fell, destroying even these meager hopes.

It was then announced that the race would be 
postponed until March 7. However, elite skiers were 
already arriving. Eventually, despite temperatures ap-
proaching 

65 degrees, a seven-lap 42-kilometer citizens’ race 
around Mt. Telemark was held on Friday of  that week.

Despite more pouring rain, international skiers who 
had traveled from afar skied a 23-lap, 1.3 kilometer 
loop around the beleaguered Mt. Telemark for a dis-
tance of  42 kilometers on Saturday, Feb. 21, 1981. 

Ironically, that night the rain turned to snow, with 
20 inches of  heavy, wet snow accumulating. It readily 

Birkebeiner. 
That year was the only one in the record books in 

which the Birkebeiner races were designated “A, B, C 
and D.” There were elite, foreign and USA races on 

record was the USA race, with the winner coming in 
at four hours and seven minutes. Two weeks later, the 

long-gone Historyland. 
Never missing a race since 1981, Dettloff  continues 

to chronicle race course conditions. 
When the race still ran north from Hayward to Ca-

ble, the status of  the ice on Lake Hayward sometimes 
precluded a Main Street start. One such year was 1987, 
when the start was moved to Rosie’s Field.

Two high-capacity deep wells had been installed 
there the previous year in response to a miserly snow 
season in 1985, when the race start had been moved 
from Duffy’s Field to Rosie’s Field. 

1987 was the year when Telemark Resort was closed 
all winter. The American Birkebeiner Ski Foundation 
spent nearly $140,000 to rent the resort and open it up 
for one week.

The snow cover had quickly diminished during the 
week prior to the race and the event’s fate was once 
again questionable. Using the newly installed wells, 
snowmaking equipment was used to blanket the start 
area. Snow was also trucked in and dumped.

“This was the year of  the famous ‘great crash’ when 

start,” said Dettloff.
“Like many other skiers behind the crash, I took 

off  my skis and walked through the woods around the 
fallen mob.”

It was the last year when elite skiers, both men and 

which added to the melee. The following year the elite 
wave was instituted.

About an hour later heavy wet snow began to fall, 
lasting the rest of  the day and slowing participants 
down considerably.

Not as considerably as in 1990, however. That year, 
according to Dettloff ’s records, snow fell during the 

Starting in Hayward at Baertch’s Field, the racers 
slogged along northward to Telemark in what Dettloff  
called “a death march.”

That year Austrian Manfred Nagl came in with an 
uncharacteristically slow winning time of  two hours 
and 30 minutes. And he had completed the course be-
fore the majority of  the soon-to-accumulate 10 inches 
of  snow had descended.

Another memorable “iffy” snow year was 1991, 
nearly requiring a second-ever postponement of  the 
race until March. The last time when the race ran 
from south to north, once again a modest snow year 
was coupled with the dreaded February thaw. The big, 

Worse yet, many spots along the trail itself  became 

HISTORICAL VIGNETTES



Thursday, 2/21 – Saturday, 2/23



           

HISTORICAL VIGNETTES
bare. An inspection of  the course two days after the 
Pre-Birkie revealed 26 places that were showing bare 
ground. The rest of  the trail was “a sheet of  ice that 
was nearly unskiable,” said Dettloff. 

“In some of  the bare spots, there were narrow rib-
bons of  ice down the middle of  the trail, but in others 

was as large as 25 by 50 feet. Rosie’s Field had more 
grass showing than snow.

“So (Birkebeiner Foundation director) Tom Duffy 
hired me to organize groups to rebuild the Birkie 

10 years earlier.”
Ever the meticulous note taker, he provided the 

shovelers’ names for this article nine years after the 
fact: Deno Mense, Dale Pederson, Barney Morgan, 
Beth Morgan, Duff  Melhus, Rick Olson, Colleen 
Furguson, Cory Slayton, Ryan Kline, Mike Hoff  and, 
of  course, himself.

This crew hand-shoveled more than 4,000 cubic 

Mother Nature did whatever she felt like, then laying 

heels of  that snowfall.
“We were back to trucking in snow by the ton for 

another Rosie’s Field start,” said Dettloff. 
For John, 1997 was the fastest race ever. There had 

been a mini-thaw, not enough to ruin the trail, but 
enough, once it was re-frozen, to make it as slick as 
glass. 

“I never saw K markers go by so fast. The entire 
race was like a sprint. I turned in my personal-best 
time of  two hours and 22 minutes,” he said. 

“A disadvantage of  a race that fast is that it is dif-

When the snow is softer, you’re not working your 
heart as hard. You can eat, drink and talk to people as 
you race,” he said. 

In recent memory, 1998 stands out as another 
unique Birkebeiner whose fate was determined by 
weather and trail conditions. It was the year of  the 
“half  Birkie.” 

The saving grace of  snow cover on the Birkebeiner 
Trail has always been the fact that it runs mostly 
through the deep woods. That and a hilly topography 
that is unique to World Loppet-series races tends to 
preserve any small amount of  snow cover far beyond 
when it has melted away from the open areas around 
Hayward.

EI Niño had reared its ugly head. The struggle was 
on once again to salvage the American Birkebeiner. 
The by-now familiar sequence of  announcements 
came from the Birkie Foundation’s new headquarters. 
With only 31 inches of  snow having fallen all winter, 

ending it at Duffy’s Field.
Ultimately, the race was shortened to 25 kilometers, 

the same distance as the Kortelopet. “It was an awe-

some race, all things considered,” said Dettloff. “What 
snow there was froze up good, making for a really fast 

“It seemed like the race was over before it started. 
Everybody was in a really good mood, just glad to be 
there racing at all. About the only trouble came at the 

at one point everything bottlenecked down about 10 
feet wide. 

“I had to do some fancy dancing and footwork to 
get through there, and wiped out twice in the process,” 
he said. 

There were many changes in 1998. Telemark’s 
Coliseum was being dismantled and moved, the race 

fortunately, moved to a new building before the Walker 

Dettloff  dubs 1999 a “miracle year” when it comes 
to the preservation of  snow on the trail. Once again 
nature had been stingy with the snowfall, but the trail 
was adequately covered. A few inches of  snow fell 

in announcing that it would go the full distance. 
Then on the night before the race it rained hard, 

complete with thunder and lightning. “They did a 
superb job of  grooming the trail in the middle of  the 
night,” he said. “There was good coverage with no 
bare spots to worry about.” 

“The last part of  the race, once you got to Hanson 
Hill by Highway 77, was almost like a mud slide, 
though. The snow was just brown. The only thing that 

It repels dirt and water,” he said. 
The weather during (the 1999) Birkebeiner was 

warm with fog that much of  the time verged upon 

minimum of  clothing and drenched with sweat. 

one last challenge to face. Although the ice on Lake 
Hayward was deemed safe at 16 to 20 inches in thick-
ness, it sure got soggy. By mid-afternoon racers were 
slogging through an inch or two of  water on top of  
the ice. 

“When you got to the lake it was black ice and it 
was hard to see where the trail was. I found the right 
zone of  the glare ice portion where there wasn’t stand-
ing water,” said Dettloff. 

Of  course, when you are an elite skier like Dettloff  

things usually haven’t melted too badly. 
In its entire history the Birkebeiner has only been 

cancelled twice. Somehow we can almost always man-
age to eke out just enough snow cover to pull it off. 

As Dettloff  so aptly puts it, “Birkie skiers are a 
rare breed, and as long as the race is held, many of  

whether they would have to do a dozen loops around 





           

After living 
here for 
25 years, 
I’ve sadly 

learned to take a lot 
for granted. Being in 

with the wildness of 
northern Wisconsin 
doesn’t fascinate me as 
much as it did when I 
first moved here. 

But there are still 
moments. 

Take, for instance, 
a still winter night. 
As I’ve grown older, I’ve 
grown less tolerant of the cold so I find myself outside 
in the winter much less than I used to. But there are still 
moments when I’ll step outside at night, stare up at the 
stars, and listen to the stillness. Yes, you can hear quiet, 
and no quiet is as loud as a still winter’s night when the 
temperature is about zero. 

And nothing thrills me more than having that 
deafening silence broken by the howl of a coyote, or 
better yet, the hoot of an owl. 

There’s something so mysterious about owls. They’re 
like the living shadows of the bird world. I vividly 
remember driving home from work late at night, back in 
my early days here. The pitch darkness of the rural roads 
was such a contrast to the city streets I was used to. I 
was driving south on 27 and a small animal shot across 
the roads, dashing through the light of my head lamps. 

hapless critter. 

My heart nearly 
jumped out of my 
chest. 

An owl. 
I’m not going to 

pretend to know what 
kind of owl it was, 
but for this winter 
edition of Backyard 
Birdwatcher, we’ll get 
the scoop on an owl 
that’s pretty common 
in thee parts: The 
Great Horned Owl. So 
here goes… 

It’s the owl we saw 
in our picture books as children. It has long, ear-like 
tufts on the top of it’s head. A deep-throated hoot. A 
foreboding yellow stare. 

The Great Horned Owl is a powerful predator, and 
it’s right at home in our backyards. It can take down 
birds and mammals larger than itself, but it also fills its 
plate with smaller critters like mice and frogs. It’s one of 
the most common owls in North America, and its range 
spans the continent, from the Arctic to the tropics. 

The Great Horned Owl is a large, thick-bodied bird 
with broad and rounded wings. It’s slightly larger than a 
red-tailed hawk, 18 to 24 inches long and weighing two 
to five pounds. It has a fairly broad wingspan, from 40 to 
57 inches. 

Great Horned Owls are a mottled gray and brown 
color, with reddish brown faces and a white throat patch. 

You’ll find them most often in the woods, 

The Great Horned Owl

PHOTO BY JOHN KEES

CONTINUED ON PAGE  SG48



"Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of
Andersen Corporation

abc-clc.com

15914 US Hwy 63 Hayward, WI
(715) 634-8941

Building Materials
Drafting Services
Windows & Doors
Cabinet Design
FREE Delivery

More homeowners trust and recommend the Andersen® family of brands than any other brand of windows and
patio doors.* *Based on 2016 homeowner brand survey; Andersen family of brands aggregated.

Your Source for Quality Building Materials &
Exceptional Services



SG22         

DETOURS AND ROAD CLOSURES

DURING THE KORTELOPET AND BIRKIE

Detours
Tuesday

Friday

Saturday 

Monday

Friday and Saturday 

City of Hayward Road 
Closures

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Road Closures

Friday Kortelopet/Prince Haakon Closed/Restricted Times Township
Hwy OO 8:30-11:30 am Lenroot/Spider Lake
Pit Road 9:00am-3:00pm Round Lake
Mosquito Brook Rd 10:30 am-2:30 pm Lenroot/Spider Lake
Hatchery Rd 11:00am-4:00pm Hayward
Hwy 77 11:00am-4:00pm Hayward
Wheeler Rd 11:30am-4:30 pm Hayward
Duffy Rd 11:30am-4:30 pm Hayward

Saturday American Birkebeiner
Randysak and Phillipi 5am-10:30 am Cable
McNaught Rd 5am-10:30 am Cable
Timber Trail Rd 5am-11:30am Cable
Randysak Rd 5am-12pm Cable
Short Rd one way Cable
Pit Rd 8am-4pm Round Lake
Mosquito Brook Rd 9am-4pm Lenroot
Hatchery Rd 9am-5:30pm Hayward
Hwy 77 9:45am-5:15pm Hayward
Wheeler Rd 9:45am-5:30pm Hayward
Duffy Rd 9:45am-5:30 pm Hayward



NORDIC RIDGE LOT 33
3.02 AC ON THE BIRKIE TRAIL SYSTEM
AT BIRKIE RIDGE! PICTURE YOUR
DREAM TRAILSIDE CABIN HERE!

#1515542 $42,900

KAROW TRAIL IN CABLE
3 WOODED LOTS (10 - 20 AC) NEAR
THE CABLE LAKE BOAT LANDING.
DEAD END ROAD. $25,900 - $ 37,900

THE BROOK LOT 84
NEW BUILD ON 3.27 ACRES! 2BR/ 1BA/
1,138 SF. SKI & BIKE FROM YOUR
DOOR! BIRKIE TRAIL ACCESS FROM
PRIVATE BROOK TRAILS. $199,000

FOREST EDGE IN SEELEY
DIRECT ACCESS TO SEELEY HILLS!
#1523481 LOT 2 - 3.3 ACRES - $27,500
#1523482 LOT 5 - 2.0 ACRES - $29,500

 CABINS NEAR THE TRAILS
 IN-TOWN GETAWAYS
 LAKE HOMES & COTTAGES
 RECREATIONAL LAND

715-798-5400
OUR AGENTS CAN HELP YOU FIND
THE RIGHT GETAWAY FOR YOU!

Your Up North Lifestyle is Our Business!

Bill King
Broker ▪ Owner

Cathy Midwood
Broker ▪ Agent

Chris McGrath
Broker ▪ Agent

Cindi McGrath
Broker ▪ Agent

Mike Furtak
Sales Agent

WeHave Ski & Bike CabinsWe Have Ski & Bike CabinsWe Have Ski & Bike Cabins
in Cable & Haywardin Cable & Haywardin Cable & Hayward
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Q: What events are there this weekend be-
sides the Birkie on Saturday?
A: There are many great events for specta-

tors, such as the Barkie Birkie, the Birkie Giant 
Ski, the Barnebirkie, the Junior Birkie, the 
Slumberland American Birkebeiner Expo, the 
On-Snow Ski & Bike Demo, and much more!  
Check out the calendar of events on pages 
SG8, SG10, and RG4. 

 

Street in Hayward. Hours Birkie week are 
Wednesday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Thursday 8 

  
 

-
tered for the race?

online at www.Birkie.com. Click on the race 
registered for. Under Registration, click on 
“Am I Registered?” A new tab will open and 

to see if you or anyone else is registered 
and what race they are registered for.  

 

the race?
A: Yes! Track an athlete on your Smartphone. 

“rtrt.me” in your App Store. Once the app is 
downloaded to your phone, search for and 

family, and friends can use Live Tracking to 
get status of participants in real-time using 
the Live Tracker & Leaderboard. Users will 
get details such as time, pace, position on 

A: Yes, you can watch streaming video of 

Birkebeiner skiers at points along the race 
course. Check out www.Birkie.com to watch 
the streaming video from four stationary 
cameras capturing the Kortelopet and 
American Birkebeiner race start areas, and 

Birkebeiner skiers approaching the American 
Birkebeiner International Bridge, and cross-

.  

A: The Birkie Expo is in the Hayward High 
-

Expo is open to anyone.
 
Q: What roads are closed and when? Are 
there detours? 

 
Q: Can someone pick up a bib for a regis-
tered skier? 
A: You may only pick-up someone else’s bib if 

you are picking up your own bib. To do so, 
you must have a paper or electronic copy 

email and a signed note from the other skier 
authorizing you to pick-up their bib.

Q: What is the Finish Zone?

Q: What is at the Recovery Zone?

reunite skiers with friends and family after the 

Gu Recovery, and a Results Kiosk. 

Q: Where is Celebration Zone and what hap-
pens there?

Avenue, skiers, friends, family, and fans are 

the live race on the jumbo screen, share 
stories, shop in the Birkie Store, and celebrate 

-

Beer Garden will proudly be serving Birkie 

for the Birkie by Lucette Brewing Company. 

& brats, to name a few.

SPECTATOR Q & A
Everything you need to know Birkie week... 
and perhaps some things you don’t! 



Open Daily at 11am • 715.634.3027 • coopspizza.com

Take & Bake Pizza

• 2,000 Gallon
Fresh Water
Aquarium.

• Game Room

Great Food, Great Service

Thursday - Sunday
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-

 
Q: Where (and what?) is the Birkie Store?

American Birkebeiner, Kortelopet, and 
-

orate your race. Birkie Week Store hours on 

Q: Where is the Champions Stage and when 
are the champions awarded?

A: Join in the celebration! Join in congratu-
lating the champions of the Kortelopet, 

they take to the podium and receive their 

Q: Where is the Tony Wise Museum of the 
American Birkebeiner?

Birkebeiner is free to the public and is locat-

International Bridge. Birkie week hours are: 

 

A: Head to the American Birkebeiner Trailhead 
near Cable for the Birkie On-Snow Ski + Bike 

Race Day: 
A: Yes, for some events. You can sign up for the 

the day of. You can register online at www.
Birkie.com/ski or the site will provide you with 
information on how to sign up in person. You 
cannot sign up for the Birkebeiner, the Kor-
telopet or the Prince Haakon on Saturday.

 

A: The Slumberland American Birkebeiner starts 
at the American Birkebeiner Trailhead near 
Cable. The Kortelopet starts at the Highway 

races begin? 
A. Although there is no spectator parking at the 

start areas, spectators may ride skier buses to 

skiers boarding the bus. Buses will return spec-
tators to designated skier parking lots after 
the start of each race (See the map in the 

parking and busing information. Access to 
the starting areas for all races is restricted to 
buses and permitted vehicles only. Spectator 
access is by bus only and from designated 
skier parking lots.

 

bus to see a wave start?  

spectacle and see the waves start the race! 
This may be more time than necessary, but 
better safe than sorry!   

Street, at the base of the International 

Upon request, found items will be shipped 
to the owners, at the owner’s expense, until 

thousands of skis, poles, sunglasses, and 
more, are lost during Birkie week. And they 

-
ment and clothing before coming to the 
Birkie. You’ll be glad you did!   

 
Q: Where will the results be posted?

-

your result as printed. Online results will be 

of the Sawyer County Record commemora-
tive results issue available throughout the 
Cable and Hayward areas available early 
Sunday morning. Note: There will not be a 

SPECTATOR Q & A



Three Great Locations in Siren, Iron River &Minong

Corners of Highway 53 & 77
715-466-5929

7885 Old US Hwy 2
715-372-4202

7389 Airport Rd.
715-349-5164

RECEIVE
A$1

OFF
ANY
COMBO
MEAL
with coupon

Coupon is valid at all 3 locations!
Not valid with any other offer.
Expires October 31, 2019.

On the corners of
Highway 53 & 77
Minong, Wisconsin
715-466-5929

OUTDOOR BEER GARDEN

MEXICAN FIESTA
THURSDAY NIGHTS
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A: Dress in layers. Although we cannot predict 
weather, standing around for hours in the 
snow or in the cold means your body will 

-

toes and your nose, warm throughout the 
day.

 

A:  Listen for the bells! Churches throughout 
Hayward ring their bells to herald the arrival 

tradition. 
 

race on Saturday? 
A: The best vantage point to watch any of the 

races is from downtown Hayward. 
The Finish:

The Start:

The Middle

 
Q: What do the different colored bibs mean? 

 
 

 
Q: Where is a good place to eat?

 

up and results, and get a souvenir of a fun 
weekend spent in the Hayward and Cable 
areas? 
A: The local newspaper, the Sawyer County 

Record, publishes a special, free Results 
Edition! It is printed and distributed early Sun-
day morning, so look for your copy in Hay-
ward and Cable area stores, gas stations 
and restaurants on Sunday morning. Copies 

and outside the Sawyer County Record of-

 

during the rest of the year? 
A: There are lots of ways to keep up with what’s 

going on in Hayward

-
wi.com

-
wardwi.com

-
merce website, www.haywardareacham-
ber.com

website, www.haywardlakes.com. 
-

merce’s website, www.cable4fun.com

SPECTATOR Q & A



birkie specials

HAYWARD, WI RICE LAKE, WI
www.OldSouthernBBQ.com
HAYWARD, WI RICE LAKE, WI
www.OldSouthernBBQ.com

SmokedMarinara Spaghetti
Hog Wild Sandwich

**

NAMEDbestbbq inWisconsinBY TRAVELWISCONSIN

Brisket Chili

Your best Birkie
Food, Drink & Entertainment Destination!

715 915 1111
9971 Grand Pines Lane, Hayward, WI 54843

Sunday Funday 8:00am ~ 3:00pm

Saturday 12:00pm ~ 9:00pm
Live Music 6pm ~ 9pm

Terry Smith w/ Special Guest Dixie Duffy!

Thursday 4:00pm ~ 9:00pm
Friday 12:00pm ~ 9:00pm
Try our incredible Walleye Dinner!

9971 G d Pi L H d WI 54843
Come see us on Beautiful Round Lake!

Find us on...

facebook.com/propslanding www.propslanding.com

B k W k H

WINNER OF 46
NATIONAL BLUE
RIBBONS AND
COUNTING!

So good, you’ll want dessert first!

Home of The Original LefseWrap
&Norske Nook’s Famous Down

HomeHospitality!
We Serve Breakfast Every Day-
All Day • Open Daily • FullMenu
• All-You-Can-Eat Friday Cod
Dinner • Daily Specials

Take Out Available • Pies To Go!

HAYWARD, WI
HWY. 63

715-634-4928
RICE LAKE, WI

HWY. O
715-234-1733

OSSEO, WI
DOWNTOWN 7TH ST.
1-800-294-6665
DEFOREST, WI
DOWNTOWN,
DEFOREST
608-842-3378

Nationality Acclaimed
AwardWinning Pies!

LARGEST EQUIPMENT RENTAL!

Hwy B around the corner from the Big Musky
Hayward, WI

715-634-3146

www.mmrental.com mmrental@cheqnet.net

6



         

WHERE DO SPECTATORS PARK? 

Thursday, February 21
Parking

Friday & Saturday, February 22 & 23 
Where NOT to Park: DOWNTOWN HAYWARD! 

Friday, February 22
Where TO Park:

Shuttle Buses:

Saturday, February 23
Where TO Park:

Shuttle Buses:

START of 
the race?

WHERE CAN I GO TO THE BATHROOM? 

WHERE CAN I MEET MY SKIERS AFTER 
THE RACE? 
Celebration Zone

Recovery Zone



• Fresh Cut Meats
• Homemade Brats
• Summer Sausage
• Meat Sticks
• Homemade Jerky
• Double Smoked Bacon
• Fresh Cheese Curds
• Assorted Wisconsin Cheese
• Aged Cheese
• Deli Trays
• Twice Baked Potatoes

Monday thru
Friday 9-5:30,
Saturday 9-4,
Closed Sunday
15695 US Hwy 63,
Hayward,WI

715.634.0751

Complete
Catering Service

Find Us On Facebook or lynnscustommeats.com

Fresh Made Sandwiches
Juicy Burgers

1/3 lbs. or Stuffed
And

Daily Lunch Specials
Monday-Friday

Stop in at Nordic Northwoods and check
out a variety of imports that celebrate the
Scandinavian in all of us. Dale of Norway,
Icewear, quirky trolls, beautiful pottery,
elegant linens and Christmas year round.

Choose a book from our sizable selection and
relax in front of our cozy fireplace.

any purchase over $50 with coupon
Good till March 2, 2019.

15% OFF
10550 N Main
Hayward, WI

715-634-3903
www.nordicnorthwoods.com

10514Main Street, Hayward • (715) 634-8996
Visit our mobile friendly website at marketplacefoodswi.com

• Full Service Deli
• Fresh In-Store Bakery
• Full-ServiceMeat & SeafoodMarket
• Open 6am-11pm 7Days aWeek

• Coldest Beer In Town
•Over 300 Brands & Varieties of Ice Cold Beer
•Marketplace Pharmacy

•

2583_FallFunGuide_013018



It was my first Birkie. I had only been a spectator in 
the past, so I was nervous. 

No, I didn’t ski it. I reported on it as a 
newspaper reporter for the Sawyer County 

Record. It is a day in my life that I will always remember: 
Saturday, Feb. 27, 2010.

For several weeks we had been planning the coverage 
for the Birkie. Terrell and Paul knew the drill but I was a 
fledgling.

I could hardly sleep the night before. Paul wanted 
me to get there early and interview spectators on Main 
Street in Hayward, lined up early to get good positions. It 
was a new feature, and I think we called it “People on the 
Street,” or something like that.

finish line. I couldn’t believe it.

I drove in to Hayward early, found a parking spot in 
front of a house on Dakota Avenue where the owner 
came out and told me I couldn’t park there. I stood my 
ground.

It was cold but I had thermal underwear on and a 
ski jacket I had used when I used to downhill ski. The 
problem was the hands. Try approaching strangers on 
Main Street and talk them into telling you why they’re 
there, who do they know who’s skiing the Birkie, where 
they are from, etcetera. Then take notes as fast as you 
can on a little reporter’s notepad, without gloves on your 
hands, using a pen that is freezing up. Then snap photos 
with the heavy camera around your neck (no iPhones 
back then) and make sure you get the names right. 

Actually, people were quite friendly. The fact that 

         

My first Birkie... no, I didn’t ski

Reporter and Lake Living columnist Kathy Hanson interviews 
the 2010 Birkebeiners, Gale Otterholt (left) and Marv Franson 
(right).

CONTINUED ON PAGE  SG50
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2019 Volunteer Sponsor

STOP IN FOR OUR ANNUAL
BIRKIE BLOWOUT!

newmoonski.com
(715) 634-8685 | Hwy. 63N, Hayward, WI

YOUR HOMETOWN
BIRKIE HEADQUARTERS

SALES • FOOD • FUN
Feb. 20-24

Have a great race!

LOBBY:
Monday-Friday
8:30am – 4:30pm

Saturday
9:00am – 12:00noon

DRIVE-UP:
Monday-Wednesday
8:30am – 4:30pm
Thursday-Friday
7:30am – 5:00pm

Saturday
9:00am – 12:00noon

Thinking about
moving closer to
the Birkie trail?
We can help,
give us a call
TODAY!

10583 Main Street
Hayward,WI 54843 715-634-2674



         

The Fast and Female Champ Chat on 
Birkie Week will empower young girls to 
stay active and participate in athletics 
throughout their lives.

Join elite Birkie racers for a morning of 
fun on Sunday, Feb. 24, from 9:30 a.m. to 
noon at the new Samuel C. Johnson Family 

from ages 8-18 are invited to learn from elite 
female Birkie racers during a morning of 
ski games, technique tips, and inspirational 

stories. Connect with professional athletes, 
meet other girls interested in sports, and 
hear about life as an athlete! Gold medealist 
Kikkan Randall will be there. Champ Chats 
are held throughout the United States and 
Canada to keep girls in sports while they are 
growing up and to encourage them to con-
tinue working hard in healthy lifestyles.

The cost is $25 for participants, and in-
cludes a T-shirt and snack. Sign up at www.
fastandfemale.com.

Hayward’s First Lutheran Church will 
provide childcare on Friday, February 22 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 23 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

-
wi.net for details and registration forms. 
Registration forms also available at birkie.
com.

Based on Birkie 2018 

1 American Birkebeiner 
International Bridge
1 Key Log Crossing Bridge 
at OO Trailhead
8 Aid Stations

-
tors

1 Birkie Brew-Ski Beer Gar-
den

-
late

forested trails
30-foot wide course

Every Hotel Room & Bed for 

dollars to make Birkie Week 
magic happen! 

Local spots are hosting pre-Birkebeiner din-
ners: 

Thursday, Feb. 21. Kick-off Birkie week at 
Birkie Bash 2018. Live music, tasty food, cold 
beverages, Birkie Brew-Ski, good company, 

Tickets available at the door for $25 per person 
or register online at www.Birkie.com.

Avenue in Hayward annual spaghetti feed from 
noon to 7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 22. Spaghetti with 
meat or vegetarian sauce, salad, bread, cake and 

beverage. Adults $9; kids 6-12 $4; 5 and under 
are free. All you can eat. 

Friday, Feb. 22, 4-8 p.m., Cable Community 
Center, Hwy. M. Spaghetti, bread, refreshments 
and desserts. Hosted by the American Legion, a 

a multitude of great local restaurants in the 
greater Hayward and Cable area. Restauran-
teurs are eager for your busisness, and hope to 
see you return at other times of the year. 

Pasta nosh and carbo load

Fast and Female empowers

Somewhere for the kiddos

The Birkie by the numbers
‘How many __________ does it take to put on the Birkie?’ 



johnsonbank.com

Photo courtesy of ©ABSF/Netz

proud to support the

BARNEBIRKIE
A proud supporter of the American Birkebeiner
since 1978, we are pleased to be co-sponsoring
the Barnebirkie race. Thank you to all the
participants and volunteers who make this a
successful race!

Embedded in our culture is a genuine sense of
mission to make every community where we
live and work better because we’re there. It’s a
philosophy anchored in the philanthropic spirit
of our founder and demonstrated in the way
we do business and the individual actions of
our associates.

10631 U.S. Highway 63 | 715.634.2611

715.563.0427 Danielle

danielle.dale@sylvandalebarn.com

715.558.4894 Kim

kim.dale@sylvandalebarn.com

SylvanDaleBarn.com
10886N Round Lake School Road • Hayward, WI 54843

Your Winter

Headquarters.

Mon.-Thurs 8am-6pm
Fridays 8am-8pm

Saturdays 8am-7pm
Sundays 9am-1pm.

• Carpet Cleaner Rental
• Chain Saw Sharpening
• Computer Paint Matching
• Copier Available
• Fax Available
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses
• Gift Certificates
• Glass Cutting
• Key Cutting
• Knives & Scissors Sharpening
• Propane Exchange
• Screen Cutting
• Special Orders
• Window & Screen Repair

Come in for all of your

Winter Needs!

13340 COUNTY HIGHWAY M

CABLE, WI 54821

715-798-3211

RONDEAUS TRUE VALUE SHOPPING CENTER



         

WHEN WILL THEY FINISH?
BE READY TO RING THOSE COWBELLS WHEN THE SKIERS 

CROSS THE FINISH LINE. 

PRINCE HAAKON (FRIDAY) 

SLUMBERLAND AMERICAN BIRKEBEINER (SAT.) 

KORTELOPET (FRIDAY)

     Men   Women

     Women  Men

     Men   Women

Finish     2 pm   2:10 pm

Highway OO    9:25 am  9:40 am
Lake Hayward    10:35 am  10:40 am
Finish     10:45 am  10:45 am

Lake Hayward    11:40 am  11:50 pm
Finish     11:50   12 pm

Back in 2019: Need a space to warm-up and chill-
out? Check out one of  the three Hospitality Zones in 
downtown Hayward

Warm beverages and 
plenty of  comfortable places to rest when you come 
in out of  the cold! All are welcome. Location: Slum-
berland Furniture, Hwy. 63

Warm up and enjoy complimentary 
snacks, drinks, and activities. After your race, get your 

party. Location: Corner of  Hwy. 63 & Main Street

Family-friendly with free hot dogs from Old Wiscon-
sin, cheese curds, s’mores, fruit and hot chocolate for 

Courtesy of  Kretschmar Deli Meats!

only from Marketplace. $5, cash only. 

Brew-Ski Beer”

Check out the Hospitality Zones!

Safety of  spectators and participants 
is always foemost in everyone’s mind. 

To send an anonymous tip to law en-

to and during Birkie week events, please 
-

sage or report) to telephone number 
888777.

   Phone:  888777

message or tip for law enforcement)
 
Or, on Twitter, send a message to @

birkiealert



13895W County Highway B, Hayward – 715-634-4575 – www.jrec.com

Electric Heat Systems and Water Heaters!
Viasat High Speed Internet!
Stop in and see us today!
JREC is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Hayward Wesleyan Church
P.O. Box 507, 10655 Nyman Ave., Hayward, WI 54843

There’s a place for you!

www.hwc.church • 715-634-4613
Service Times: Sundays at 8 am, 9 am, & 10:30 am

• Professional
Framing

• Gallery
Featuring
Area Artists

• Pottery, Gifts &
Art Supplies

15845 West 2nd Street • PO Box 900
Hayward, WI 54843
715-934-2780 • www.artbeatofhayward.com



         

WHAT DO THE BIBS MEAN? 

Spirit of 35: Commem-
orating the original 35 
founding skiers, given 

who have skied the 
most Birkies

WAVE 1: 
Classic & Skate Skiers

WAVE 2: 
Classic & Skate Skiers

Classic Elite
Founding Skier: Skied in 

Ernie St. Germaine! 
Cheer him on!

WAVE 6: 
Classic & Skate Skiers

Birchlegger: 
Skied 20 or more Birkies

WAVE 3: 
Classic & Skate Skiers

Uberlegger: 
Has Skied 30 or more 

Birkies

WAVE 4: 
Classic & Skate Skiers

Endowment Forerunner

made a $25,000 gift to 
the Legacy Fund

Wave 70 
Skate & Classic:  

Skiers aged 70 and 
over.

WAVE 5: 
Classic & Skate Skiers

WAVE 7: 
Skate Skiers

Wave 8: 
Skate Skiers



BILLY STRINGS • PETER ROWAN’S CARTER STANLEY’S EYES
CHARLIE PARR • POKEY LaFARGE (SOLO) • HORSESHOES & HAND GRENADES

JEFF AUSTIN BAND  • THE LARRY KEEL EXPERIENCE • FRUITION 

THE INFAMOUS STRINGDUSTERS • THE DEAD SOUTH
 THE EARLS OF LEICESTER FEAT.  JERRY DOUGLAS

2 NIGHTS OF PERT NEAR SANDSTONE

SAM BUSH BAND • DEL McCOURY BAND
TRAMPLED BY TURTLES • RAILROAD EARTH

THE LIL SMOKIES • SARAH SHOOK & THE DISARMERS • THE LOWEST PAIR 
THEM COULEE BOYS • THE PEOPLE BROTHERS BAND • OLD SALT UNION 
THE WOOKS • DAVID HUCKFELT • FEEDING LEROY • CASCADE CRESCENDO

DUSTY HEART • BARBARO • GRASSFED • CHICKEN WIRE EMPIRE

tickets at blueoxmusicfestival.com - 715.602.4440
eau claire wi - whispering pines campground

hosted by pert near sandstone
june 13-15, 2019



         

KNOW WHO YOU’RE CHEERING ON!

Korte U20 boys
Skiers ages 13-20

Korte Wave 1
Classic and Skate

Prince Haakon 15K
All skiers

Korte Skiløper Ti
Completed 10-19 

races

Korte Elite Women Korte Elite Men

Korte U20 girls
Skiers ages 13-20

Korte Wave 4
Classic and Skate

Korte Wave 3
Classic and Skate

Korte Wave 2
Classic and Skate

Korte Skiløper Tjue
Completed 20-29 

races

Korte Skiløper Tretee
Completed 30-plus 

races

Korte Wave 70
Kortelopet skier aged 

70 or over



KIMBERLEY DALE
REALTOR®/BROKER ASSOCIATE

CELL: (715) 558-4894
EMAIL: kim.dale@remax.net
WEB: WWW.KIMDALE.NET LIC#55845-090

10409 HWY 27, SUITE 2 | HAYWARD, WI 54843

15791 Hwy 63 • Hayward • 715-634-4596

CALL TO RENT THE PARK

For Schedule & More Info:
www.TheParkCenter.com

Join
Us!

Hayward’s year-round source for
consistent, diverse arts and

entertainment

Live Music

Live Theater

Films

Speakers

Venue Rentals
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February

THE VISITOR WINTER CALENDAR



HaywardRentals.com
Look@HaywardRentals.com

715.634.4570
Family Owned & Operated ~ Fully Licensed &

Insured ~ Serving Travelers since 1995

ALSO AVAILABLE AT HAYWARD ACE HARDWARE…
Screen & Window Repair • Skate Sharpening • Key Cutting • Pipe Threading • Knife Sharpening
Rug Doctor Rental • Computer Paint Matching • Fire Extinguisher Refilling • Floor Sander Rental

Shade & Blind Cutting • Propane Cylinder Exchange • Chainsaw Sharpening

Hwy. 63 N. • Hayward • (715) 634-8700

HOURS: Mon-Fri 7:30-7;00
Sat 8:00-5:00 Sun 9:00-5:00

ACE HARDWARE OF HAYWARD
IS NOW YOUR FIREARMS AND
ACCESSORIES SUPER STORE

FIREARMS, AMMUNITION,
& SUPPRESSORS

HOURS: Mon-Fri. 7:30 am - 6:00 pm
Sat. 8:00 am - 5:00 pm Sun. 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

ACE HARDWARE OF HAYWARD
IS YOUR FIREARMS AND

ACCESSORIES SUPER STORE
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Right here in the place we love.
We are committed
to your health
and dedicated
to providing
you with the

highest quality
care close to
everything
you love.

haywardmemorialhospital.com

From your
bed to

Birkie in 5
Complimentary trail passes for

Telemark Guests

To book a reservation contact:
ownerservice@cheqnet.net
Tel: 715-798-3999 Ext # 522
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Retreat Home Furnishings located next to Walmart | 715-638-2700 | Open Mon-Thurs & Sat: 10-6, Fri; 10-8 and Sun: Noon to 5

Inspiration Delivered.
Retreat Home Furniture is the
destination for cabin culture.Along
with our partners--Northpoint
Design Studio and The Mattress
Company have created a furniture
experience like no other, offering
the largest selection of rustic,
reclaimed, modern lodge and cabin
furnishings and accessories in the
Midwest. All of them displayed in
settings to inspire your imagination
and create your own retreat.

northpoint-design.com retreathomefurniture.com themattresscompanyandmore.com



SLEEP GOOD, FEEL BETTER!

BEST BRANDS

BEST SELECTION

BEST PRICES

GUARANTEED!

Located inside the Retreat Home Furniture Store Next to Walmart
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areas for hunting. Their broad habitat range includes 
deciduous and evergreen forests, swamps, desert and 
tundra. They can also be found in tropical rainforest and 
in less natural settings such as cities, orchards and parks. 

Great Horned Owls are nocturnal. Your best chance 
of seeing them is just at dusk, possibly on fence posts or 
tree limbs at the edge of open areas. You may also spy 
them flying across fields or roads with stiff beats of their 
rounded wings. 

And you’ll certainly hear them, their call a deep, 
stuttering series of four or five hoots. 

Great Horned Owls have a very diverse diet. Their 
prey can range in size from rodents and frogs to rabbits, 
skunks, geese and even other raptors. They eat mostly 

rats, bats, skunks, house cats, porcupines, ducks, loons, 
hawks, crows, ravens, and doves. 

They supplement their diet with reptiles, fish, insects 
and sometimes carrion. 

They are mostly nocturnal but can also hunt in 
daylight. After spotting their prey from a perch, they 
pursue it on the wing. 

Great Horned Owl pairs are monogamous, and 
usually nest in trees such as cottonwood, juniper, beech 

another species, but they also nest in cavities in live trees, 
on deserted buildings or on human-made platforms. 
Pairs sometimes roost together near a nest site for 
several months before laying eggs. 

Like other owls, when a Great Horned eats its prey, it 

and organs. Because they can’t digest it all, they throw 
up pellets once a day that consist of the indigestible bits. 
Pellets are coated with a slimy layer of mucous to help 
them slide up and out. A pile of pellets at the base of a 
tree is a good sign of a nest or roosting site above. 

Nests vary widely in size, depending on the species 
that originally built them. Once they’ve moved in, 
the owls may line the nest with shreds of bark, leaves, 
feathers plucked from their own breasts, or the fur or 
feathers from last night’s dinner. Nests deteriorate over 
the breeding season and are seldom reused. 

 Owls nest in winter because the incubation and 
fledging time is so long. Clutches of 1 to 4 eggs are 
incubated for 30 to 37 days. Mom does all the incubating, 

Backyard Birdwatcher
From SG20

CONTINUEDAT RIGHT



WILDERNESSWALKWILDERNESSWALK
• ZOO & RECREATIONAL PARK •

NEW ANIMALS YEARLY ~ 300+ ANIMALS & BIRDS

Open Daily Mid-May thru Labor Day • Ticket Hours: 10am to 4:30pm • 715-634-2893

See website for more info: www.wildernesswalkhaywardwi.com

We accept: Cash, Traveler’s Checks, Visa, MasterCard, Discover Card & Debit Cards • No Personal Checks

Children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult • Handicap Accessible: NOTE NATURAL TRAILS • No Pets Allowed

In 2019 Wilderness
Walk is Celebrating

50 years in
business!

GET ACQUAINTED PASS
Hwy. 27 South • Hayward, WI 54843

Admits One Child When Accompanied By Two Paid Adult Tickets

Not valid with any other coupons, discounts or promotions

WILDERNESSWALK

LOCATED ON HWY. 27, 3 MILES S. OF HAYWARD

• Wild Animals
• Farm Animals
• Animal Nursery
• Western Town

• Gift Shops, Food
• Picnic Area
• Playground
• Tour Mystery House

• Feed the Deer
• Pet Baby Animals
• Eat at the Cafe
• Stroll Our All Natural Walking Trails

• Pan for Gold
• Conquer the Maze
• Bring your Camera

DISCOUNT HOME IMPROVEMENT CENTER

(715) 634-1340 | www.habitatsawyercounty.com

Stocked by Donations
Staffed by Volunteers
Shopped by Everyone!

Hayward’s

New & previously-owned building materials, furniture,

appliances & new re-purposed section!

Proceeds go toward helping families in need of

affordable housing in Sawyer County.

ReCycle
ReNew
ReUse

Hayward

HWY 27
SOUTH

HWY 63

HWY 27/77 US HWY 63

HWY 77

X HABITAT FOR
HUMANITY
RESTORE

Located at
10191N Greenwood Lane

Hayward,WI

9am to 4pm

Monday thru Saturday

and Dad does all the hunting for her and their young 
brood. Male owls do not have a brood patch necessary for 
warming the eggs. 

Once hatched, the babies remain in the nest for 42 
days. Owlets have a voracious appetite and keep their 

“branching” out onto adjacent tree branches or just the 
edge of the nest. They don’t begin to fly until they’re 10 to 
12 weeks old. 

The young stay with their parents until fall. 
Mated pairs defend their territory with vigorous 

hooting, especially in the winter before their egg-laying 
begins, and in fall when the young are in search of their 
own territories. 

The first year of life is the hardest and once owls reach 
adulthood survival rates are good. They really have no 
natural predators. Causes of premature death are often the 
result of human-caused problems. 

Although there are many common myths about owls 

consider yourself lucky if you see one. 
They’re pretty cool critters. 



         

they already had bloody marys in their mittened hands 
helped. I’ll say this: everyone was happy and Birkie fever 
was in the air.

After throwing my notes back in my car I headed for 
the finish line. There were all kinds of media types there, 
almost all of them men with big cameras. 

I had my press pass on though and just boldly took 
a spot right behind the finish line. I acted like I knew 
what I was doing but I had no idea how I was going to 
get good photos and talk to the winners and other early 
finalists. My biggest fear was that I would be mowed 
over by the skiers coming across the finish line. 

The moment arrived and the male winner was 
approaching. Those announcers at the Birkie do an 
amazing job. They announce all kinds of details that a 
reporter needs to know. I was scribbling madly. 

And then Fabio Santus from Italy came over the 
finish line. His time was 1:56:58.6. I didn’t give him time 
to stop before I was asking him questions. And he was as 
compliant as a little schoolboy. It was beautiful.

I stuck around and took photos of other skiers 
coming across and spoke to several. 

When you cover the Birkie as a reporter from the 
Record your real work starts when you head back to the 
office. You have to write like a madman. It’s the busiest 
day of the year at the office. It’s also the longest. No 
one gets out of there before 8 p.m. There is so much 

office, facts keep changing, phones don’t stop ringing, 
pages need to be proofed. And meanwhile you’ve got 
to write copy that is accurate, interesting and most of 
all, fast. And download photos that you pray will please 
Paul.

I had one photo that year that he loved. It was a skier 
coming across the finish line who fell into the arms of 
a fellow skier. He was spent. He had a beard that had 
completely frozen over, coated and hanging down in big, 
very long icicles. His eyebrows were iced over. I shot it 
just once, without a clue that it might turn out to be as 
dramatic as it was. That may have been the first and last 
time Paul has ever liked one of my photos. “Hanson, you 
can write but you can’t take a photo,” he frequently says. 
That’s OK. I’d rather write anyway. 

When you think you’ve finished your writing on 
Birkie day you haven’t. There is always one more story to 
get. One more interview. One more behind-the-scenes 
tale of a person who lives for the day when he or she can 
come across the finish line at the biggest cross-country 
ski race in North America, right here in Hayward, 

there.

contagious, not just for the athletes and not just for the 
spectators who endure hours of freezing temperatures so 
they can witness a friend or family member complete the 
Birkie. It is contagious for reporters too. You want to get 
it right. You want to put into words the unique, almost 
unworldly, magical frenzy of this little town on Birkie 
day. You want to tell the story.

From SG32

America  Birkebeine

Women’s 50K Skate Race

1. Caitlin Gregg, Minneapolis  

2. Maria Graefnings, Falun, Swe. 

3. Chelsea Holmes, Girdwood, 

Alaska
4. Aurelie Dabudyk, Le Grand 

Bornand, Fra

5. Anja Gruber, Bozeman, Mont. 

Men’s 50K Skate Race

1. Anders Gløersen, Oslo, Nor. 

2. Ivan Perrillat-Boiteux, Le Grand 

Bornand, France

3. Kyle Bratrud, Verona, Wis. 

4. Adrein Mougel, St. Jean De 

Morian, Fra. 

5. David Norris, Anchorage, Alaska

Women’s 55K Classic

1. Felicia Gesior, Verona, Wis. 

2. Brandy Stewart, Bozeman, 

Mont. 
3. Josie Nelson, Medicine Lake, 

Minn. 
4. Elaine Nelson, Duluth, Minn. 

5. Kim Rudd, Plymouth, Minn. 

Men’s 55K Classic Race

1. Benjamin Saxton, Lakeville, 

Minn. 
2. Cole Morgan, Bozeman, Mont. 

3. Mathias Rolid, Marquette, Mich.

4. Maarten Skinstad, Lillehamer, 

Nor.
5. David Joda, Minneapolis, Minn. 

The Birkie Top

BY  RICK OLIVO 

APG Newswire

It was a fast track and a tight pack for 

the 44th running of the Slumberland 

American Birkebeiner.

It was also a race that saw local favor-

ite Caitlin Gregg take an unprecedented 

fi ft h straight win in the Women’s Skate 

division.
“I’m trying to set the bar pretty high 

for the next person to come along to 

try and break that,” Gregg said aft er the 

race. “It feels amazing to win my fi ft h.”

Just one year aft er the 2017 Birkie had 

to be canceled following unseasonably 

warm temperatures and pouring rain, 

the track conditions were described as 

perfect, with plenty of well-groomed 

snow greeting the participants in North 

America’s largest cross-country ski race.

Crossing the fi nish line fi rst for the 

men’s Skate division was Anders Nøst-

dahl Gløersen of Oslo, Norway, in a time 

of 2:02:29.6. Just 1.9 seconds behind 

with a time of 2:02:31.6 was Ivan Perril-

lat-Boiteux of Haut Savo, France, while 

Kyle Bratrud of Verona fi nished third in 

a time of 2:02:31.

The three led a pack of 10 men who all 

fi nished within 10 seconds of the fi rst-

place skier.
Adding to the excitement were the 

women skiers, who started before the 

men and weren’t caught until near the 

last leg of the race at Lake Hayward and 

fi nished nearly simultaneously with 

the men. In the women’s event, Cait-

Norwegian Anders Gløerson takes men’s skate; 

Saxton and Gesior take classic race honors

SEE BIRKIE MAIN EVENT, PAGE 6

After the Race!

Results Edition

Be sure to pick up 
a copy of the 

Sawyer County Record’s 

Available FREE on Birkie Sunday 
morning... Almost everywhere! 





         

Keep up with 
all the news in 
Birkie country

Subscribe to the 

News, sports, outdoors, opinion, 
columns, puzzles, advertising ... 

If it happens in Birkie Country, 
it’s IN THE RECORD!

$50 in market*, $70 out of market*, $35 online only

Or stop in our office at
15464 County Road B, Hayward

Office hours: M-Thursday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Fridays 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Call us at 715-634-4881, Ext. 1

* In market is anything with a 548 zip code or 50 mile radius




